
Week 10: CASKET EMPTY Handout 
Pentecost - Our topic of study and thought for the week ahead and for discussion next 
week 
 
Overview: The “Pentecost” period can be thought of as the beginning of the church. This is when the 

work of spiritually empowered ministry moved into the life of the people of God in an all-new 
way. This is the “New Heart” that Jeremiah and Ezekiel prophesied about. It is the answer to the 
problem of our inability to live well.  

 
Timeline:  AD 33 -c. 65 

Biblical books: Acts 
Characters: The Apostles, Stephen, Paul 

 
Discussion 
Watch the Luke-Act miniseries video on Acts Ch. 1-7 (https://youtu.be/JQhkWmFJKnA) 

1. What does the Spirit empower God’s people to do? 
 

2. What is the significance of fire? 
 

3. In what miraculous way did the disciples communicate the good news to others at Pentecost? 
 

4. Who made up the first church at this Pentecost moment? 
 

5. How did the first church begin to go out and communicate the good news? 
 

6. How do you see Pentecost (Acts 2) as related to the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)? 
 

7. How do you see Pentecost (Acts 2) as related to the Golden Calf story of Exodus 32? 
 
Watch the “Holy Spirit” theme video (https://youtu.be/oNNZO9i1Gjc) 

1. How do “wind” and “breath” symbolize the Holy Spirit? 
 

2. In what way does the Holy Spirit empower Joseph in Genesis? (Gen 41:15-16) 
 

3. In what way does the Holy Spirit empower Bezalel in Exodus? (Ex 35:30-33) 
 

4. In what ways does the Holy Spirit empower the prophets? 
 

5. What is a general theme that is seen in Jesus’ ministry by the Spirit? 
 

6. How does the Spirit empower His people since the time of Pentecost? 
 

7. How do you think the Spirit has empowered you? 
  



Further Studies on Pentecost 
 
Casket Empty: New Testament Study Guide - Chapter 4&5 Pentecost 
 
Watch:  
Holy Spirit THM [Bible Project] https://youtu.be/oNNZO9i1Gjc 
 
Witness (Word Study) [Bible Project] https://youtu.be/jhcmzjwbvyk 

1. Why does God want us to bear witness? 
2. Why do you suppose He chooses this method rather than all the other ways He could do it? 
3. How might we bear witness to those around us? 
4. How did people bear witness to you in positive ways? 
5. How do you naturally bear witness to others? 
6. In what ways is bearing witness difficult for you? 

 
Luke-Acts Miniseries (4 Acts Parts) [Bible Project] https://bibleproject.com/explore/gospel-series/ 
 
Tim Keller on evangelism in the 21st century https://youtu.be/DHQBoLo31Ns 
      (The section of 2:42-4:44 is very relevant for each of us to reach others in a simple way) 

1. What simple ways does Keller say we can bear witness? 
 
 
Read Acts 2:42-47 
In this passage, we see a glimpse into life following Pentecost. Consider how the activities of these 
passages result in the last sentence to get a full view of what it means to bear witness. 
Consider how you can begin to lean into living life as these folks exemplify for us. 
 
 
How does grieving the Spirit (Eph 4:30) and quenching the Spirit (1 Thess 5:19) impact our power in 
bearing witness? Additionally, why is 1 John 1:9 so important? 
 
 
Notes: 
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