
Week 5: CASKET EMPTY Handout 
Kings - Our topic of study and thought for the week ahead 
 
Overview: The “Kings” era tells the story of God’s establishment of Israel’s national leadership and 

place of international fame. This includes the pinnacle and the fall of the kingdom and clear 
reasons for each. The place of the people of God reaches a human climax and then points to a 
spiritual climax that is yet to come with the Messiah. In it we learn something of the people of 
God at their very best… and worse.  

 
Timeline: 1050-586 B.C. 
 
 
Key Verse: 2 Sam 7:11b-16 (God’s covenant with David) 

Biblical books: 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles and many more 
Characters: Samuel, Saul, David, Solomon 

 
 
Meditation Points: 

The Majesty of God (2 Chronicles 7:1-3) 
God’s dedication to His people (2 Sam 7:11b-16) 

 
 
Prayer Prompts: 

Pray through the Lord’s prayer (Matt 6:9-13), stopping on each phrase to elaborate 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 Hannah’s Prayer  
Psalm 51 David’s Prayer of repentance 

 
 
Resources: Videos (Online) www.the-shelter.org/new-view 

Video: 1 Samuel RS [The Bible Project] 
Video: 2 Samuel RS [The Bible Project] 
Video: 1-2 Kings RS [The Bible Project] 
Video: 1-2 Chronicles RS [The Bible Project] 
Video: Gospel of the Kingdom [The Bible Project] 
Video: The Charismatic Tradition (Renovare - 5 of 7) 

 
 
Response Questions: How has God impressed something from the material on you this week? Has a 

word been significant? A passage? A thought? A question? A prayer? 
The Lord’s Prayer says: “Your Kingdom come,” How does this Kings episode speak to you in 
regard to His actual Kingdom being established, similar to Solomon’s time but indestructible? 
How does Solomon’s prayer of temple dedication, 2 Chronicles 6:14-42, speak to you? 

 
 



Week 5 - Optional Further Study: 
Watch Videos listed in the resources section and online. 
What catches your attention in these videos? 
 
Watch the videos: 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings in one sitting for a big picture of the whole story of 

this era 
● 1 Samuel Video 

The very beginning makes some points about Hannah’s prayer. Both about the content of that 
prayer and the literary purpose. Read 1 Sam 2:1-10 and note the points from that video 
and see the correlation. How do you see the points of her prayer demonstrated in life? 

 
● 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings Videos 

What lessons can we learn from the rise and fall of Saul, David, Solomon and the kingdom of 
Israel? 

 
Read 2 Sam 7 paying special attention to God’s promise of v11b-16 (The Davidic Covenant) 
Connected to this we have 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood…”, and Matt 

6:33 “Seek first the kingdom of God…”, and  Matt 11:29 “Come to me… and I will give you rest.” 
There is a royal facet to our identity as God’s people. We experience much of what the kings did 
as we keep the covenant or not. There are promises of name, rest and a prosperity of sorts. 
This may be more inner than external prosperity.  
How do you see the promises and warnings of the Kings era apply to us in our time? 
How do you see God’s grace in this covenant? 
Do you receive this kind of grace for your own failures? 
Do you extend this kind of grace to others’ failures? 

 
Read the following passages: 
1 Kings 3:5-15 Solomon’s prayer for wisdom 
1 Kings 6:11-13 Solomon hears from the Lord 
1 Kings 8:1-10 Ark brought into the temple  
1 Kings 9:3-9 tells of the Lord speaking to Solomon. Promise and warning. 
1 Kings 10:1-13 The Queen of Sheba visits having heard of the fame of Solomon/Israel 
This is the climax for the kingdom of Israel. It has reached international fame. The kingdom has respect 

from God and mankind. What can we learn from this? How can this apply to our private lives 
and to the ministry we may carry out? 

 
Read 1 Kings 11:1-13 
This marks the fall of the kingdom of Israel. What can we learn from this? How can this apply to our 

private lives and to the ministry we may carry out? 
 
Heb 11:32-40 reference this time from a New Covenant point of view. 
 
Bored? A Massively overwhelming assignment 
If you’ve been bored so far here’s an assignment that may be more engaging. 
Write a one-page, double spaced paper that addresses obedience and the mission of God rooted in the 
Kings era. It should answer the question, “How has God called you to live in this world as “royalty” and 
attract others by your way of life? What promises and warnings are extended to you?” Send it to Jamie 
if you would like some feedback. 


