
Week 6: CASKET EMPTY Handout 
Exile - Our topic of study and thought for the week ahead and for discussion next week 
 
Overview: The “Exile” period tells the story of God’s people as captives to other nations, specifically 

Babylon. While they certainly were victims they were not innocent. God used national enemies 
to discipline His people for their bad behavior and lack of faith. Exile is the fruit of their failures in 
the Kings era. In this episode we learn how they got there, how they can get out, and what they 
should do in the meantime.  

 
Timeline: 586 - 539 B.C. 

Biblical books: Jeremiah 40-44, 52; Lamentations 1-5; Obadiah; Daniel;  
Psalms 42-44, 53, 79-85, 137. 
Characters: Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar, and Cyrus. 

 
Watch Video: The Way of Exile [The Bible Project] 
 
What did you think about the options of responding when in Exile? 

● Resist vs Adopt 
● Thirdway - Seek the well being of Babylon (Read Jer 29:7) 

 
How is this consistent with previous episodes that we have studied? (Creation, Abraham, Sinai…) 
 
 
In what ways could we apply that to our life now?  
 
 
Consider Daniel and his friends: 
They worked for the good of the city of Babylon? How can we do that practically? 
 
 
They did not give in to “serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.” (Dan 3:18) 
How might we do that practically? 
 
 
Notice that even after the actual return from exile, the Isaelites were still in a sort of exile. What was 
going on politically and culturally that made this so? (Ezra 1:1-4 - Who is in charge?) 
 
 
Why did the Israelites go into exile in the first place? (2 Chronicles 36:15-19) 

● Why did Adam & Eve get exiled from the garden? 
● How do we get exiled from the good things God has in store for us? 
● How can we live out the way of exile? (1 Peter 2:11-17) 

  



Further Studies on Exile 
 
Casket Empty: Old Testament Study Guide - Chapter 8 
 
Classic passages for reading, prayer, meditation: 

The Lord’s solution to our sinfulness (Ezekiel 36:25-27) 
The Valley of Dry Bones (Ezekiel 37) 
The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
Psalms of Exile - Psalm 42 & 43  

 
Resources: Videos (Online) www.the-shelter.org/new-view 

Video: The Way of Exile [The Bible Project] 
Video: Exile [The Bible Project] 
Video: Jeremiah [The Bible Project] 
Video: Daniel [The Bible Project] 
Video: Ezekiel Part 1 [The Bible Project] 
Video: Ezekiel Part 2 [The Bible Project] 
Video: The Evangelical Tradition (Renovare - 6 of 7) 

 
Notes: 
 
 

https://renovare.org/messages/the-evangelical-tradition-lets-talk-about-it

